SPEECHES AND RESBOLUTIONS
At the Union Meeting at the Chinese Saloon in
Philadelphia on the 21st of the present month.

FROM THE ‘‘NORTH AMERICANW.”

The Hon. Jou~ SereeanNT was appointed Pre-
sident of the meeting, with a great number of the
most respectable citizens of Philadelphia city and
county, of all parties. Upon taking the Chair—

Mr. SerceanT said he must first express to his
fellow-citizens his deep sense of the honor they
had done him in calling him to the chair of such a
meeting, upon such an oeccasion. He would say,
with sincerity, that be heartily united with them in its pur-
poses. He verily believed they were of one mind and one
heart ; and he believed—nay, he was firmly convinced—
that there was the same unanimity throughout the whole of
this great Commonwealth. ,

There was not, he was sure, a single individual within ber
borders who was a disunionist or a secessionist, or was so
dissatisfied with his associates as (o be willing to apply a
blazing toreh to the common urk of our safety, and make one
great conflugration of it in order to get rid of them ! No ! They
were one in feeling, they were one in conviction, and, be it re
membered, they would be one in the performance of whatever
duty they owed their country.

He felt very painfully that thus honored he was disabled
by indisposition to address them as the occasion deserved.
He must, however, say, or endeavor to say, a very few
words, and leave the rest to those who were to come afier
him, who were fully competent to embody and express the
thoughts and feelings which belonged to the great subject.

This Unien bears date the fifth day of September, 1774,
and every American should remember that to meintsin it isa
duty always binding upon him. He bas no choice about it;
he must take care that the constitution and laws are main-
tained and enforced, and the Union preserved. The right is
as clear as that of an individual to preserve his own life.

The constitation was the work of the Union—the whole of
the united people of the United States made it. They de-
clared that the' constitution itself, and treaties and laws made
under it, should be the supreme law of the land. They bind
conclusively all States and all individuals. Provision is
made for alterations of the constitation. Until alterations are
made according to that compaet, it is the duty of the Govern-
men! to maintain it, and of the whole people of the United
Statcs to sid them to do so. If there be a doubt about the
constitutionality of u law, there is a tribonal under the con-
stitu'ion to decide it, and the decision is fial. To that,
also, eubmission is due by our own compsct.

And here the argument terminates. If the powers given
by the constitution be rightfully given, as they undoubtedly
are, and if it be the duty of the Government to enforce and of
the people to support them ; if the powers given by an act of
Congress be constitutional, and it be, as it certainly is, the

cheering.] Bat there is one thing, fellow-citizens,

illustrating the results of this Government. It

ment, where would that be !

And when we are summoned by the extraordinary condi-
tion of our country to assemble upon an occasion like this,
it is important for us to recollect that the instant those who
aim ibeir deadly blows against the Union of these Siates soc-
ceed, that gallant banner floats no more ! [Applause.] Now,
I have aitempted thus rapidly, and more by allusion, cer-
tainly, then by any thing of argnment or persuasion, (o char-,
acterze the Government of the Unpited Btates ss formed by
the constitution that went into opersiion in 1789. Well, if*
these be the results of that Government—if such be itschar-

acter—if such be its consequ are you prepared, any
one of you, to abandon aud destroy it? [Cries of *‘no!

no !l‘

Well, at the recent session of Congress, fellow-citizens,
there were mooted a variety of questions interesting to the

cy of this great of ours. There was

the admission of California into this Union as a State, on an
equal footing with any one of the existing States, [applause ;]
there was the setilement of the boundary, west and north-
west, of the lone star of Texas; there was the formation of
Territorial Governments for New Mexico and Utab ; there
was the removal of the slave trade from the District of Co-
lumbia ; and there was the sdoption of a measure commonly
known as the fugitive slave bill, [spplause.] Now, fellow-
citizens, involved direcily or indirectly, expressly or by impli-
cation, involved in all these measures was the question as to
domastic servitude in the South.
They who framed the Constitution of the United States, to
which | bave referred, were neither fanciful nor fanatic men.
They framed a constitution for a union of sovereign republican
Btates ; they took the sovereign and republican States as they
found them, with their institutions, peculiar as they might
be, with their local usages, whatever they might be ; for all
their peculiarities, their institutions, their local usages were
matters with which the great men who framed that consti-
tution felt and knew that they had nothing whatever to do.
[A.Fp!nuu.]

say, then, tellow.citizens, that in reference to the first
four measures to which I bave adverted, it is scarcely neces-
sary that I should engage or occupy your time for an instaot.
These first four measures are irreversible—they have gone
into the past. California—our young sister—California is in
the family ; she is one of the Biates of this Union, and she
cannot, by any course of legislation, be driven out of it.
(Applause.]) The boundaries of Texas are fixed—fixed not
by any one of us—net by Pennsylvanis, or New York, or
Virginia—not by either the North or by the South ; but the
boundaries of Texas are fixed and unchangeable henceforward
by the consent of the National Congress and by the consent
of Texas herself. [Applause.] The running of the boun-
dary makes that an unchangeable boundary. .
1 do not suppose that there is a man in this whole pation,
whatever may be the contrariety of opinion—to which my good

uhiﬁmﬂmhmdiﬁmllyndlupﬂ$m ration

enjoy his favor and protection. T willgeow read to you the
resolutions.

Mr. Darras then read the following resolutions:
which waa wise

support :
2. That in suceeedi wh:ﬂhnupafuuqmd
\I.Ia Union, tb_lcb ter:‘ nhlﬂetl the our

we have i ao obligation to them untarni
ther ; and it would be -Ilycbfu'ﬁitllulhﬁmll
dence, and to fail iaﬁﬂlﬂ. to the National Union.

3. That the care of the U Y

ought to be dear to ﬂu'i: i R
especially its guardians w ont where inde-
mﬂeu: was declared, where Mmu?:‘m l'nlned,

and where the Union was

4. That the constitution that
servioe or labor in one State under the laws thereof, eseapi
into another, shall be delivered on lhimdl.hnpm;“:g
whom such service or labor may F

State legislation contributed means to this constitutional
provision into effect. When State 1 was s
& duty devolved upon Congress to su; its ; and it has

been discharged in conformity to fi law, and the en-
actments it hasadopted are entitled to the support of the whole
nation.

5. That our countrymen are a la people. They
delegate to chosen representatives in the - of

United States powers of legislation limited by the constitu-
tion; and they re in the mcts of & majority
commensurate with the character of a Government.

When individuals array themselves agai
laws thus enacted, and by so doing trample upon the rights of
lhe'holepash. are guilty of at moral treason ;
and it is the solemn duty of the people to rise up in their ma-
jesty, and, by carrying out the regular proceedings ol their re-
presentatives, TO YINDICATE THE SUFREMACY AND THE SOVER-
E1GNTY OF THE LAW.

6. That so much of the ast pf Assembly of Pennsylvania as
forbids au;;{ officers of the Commonwealth from giving effect
to any act of Congress respecti reons escaping from ser-
viee in m‘!::-irndsﬁ“' :l:_:i. mﬁ%wpendlil:} for :h., cogni-
| BAance or on case ol any suc! ﬂ‘iﬁ m to
ImattheJnrlhﬂ oment 4 5 i
7. That the further agitation of the subject of slayery,
which has heretofore neither the welfare of the
sluve nor the cause of emanei can be productive of no-
thing but evil.” It has beey adjusted by Congress, and with
that adjustment it should be permitted, in our estimation,
to rest.

8. That and stability of the Union are en-
dangered b;rhe mmw o? fanatical and disloyal
spiritsin coneerns that do not belong to them.

9. That the series of statutes enacted at the late session of

Congress, for the sake of peace, were in a spirit of
trinl‘s':n and judicious compromise ; t ar?ii:mx
at, a it is the

tion, s0 it ought to be the desire of every citizen of the
ic manfully to sustain them.
Josian Ranpavrs, Esq. then rose and said:
In seconding the resolutions offered by my frisnd, Mr.
Darzas, | wish to offer a few remarks.
The question of slavery in the United States has at all

a departure from the constitution ; and
u.ﬁ“i pe 3
re|

duty of ' the Government to carry law into eflect, thus it ie | fellow-citizens are very subject—I do not suppose that there is | times created a conflict of feeling. 8o far as it depmds upon

our duty to sustain the law by aiding the Government. He
therefore had no further duty to perform than to declare the
meeting organized and ready to proceed to business.

a man in this whole nation who dreams for one moment of
recalling to the capital of the United States the slave
that have been overwhelmingly expelled. The governmentsof
the Territories of New Mexico and Utah, after mueb discus-

the action of the Legislatures of the different States, it is now

PeDs | gettled upon a basis which cannot be shaken. Tle consti-

tationsl provision may bestated in a single word—non.infer-

Hon. GroreE M. Darras then came forward, | sion and long snd lsborious effort of the Congress of the Uni- Jerence; or, as it is sometimes called, non-intervention,

and spoke as follows :

Frirow-Crrizens : The committee of arrangements,
through their chairman, have handed me a series of resolu-
tions, prepared by themselves, to be submitted to this meet-
ing. That duty shall be performed. Before, however, these
resolutions are read, you will allow me 1o call upon your in-
telligence while I make a few, and I hope a very few, pre-
fatory remarks explanstory in some degree of their scope,
their character, and their tone. [ do not propose to argue or
persuade. If there be any one present to whom it may be

ry to use ent or per » he had better not
listen to me. [Applause.] I will not to Pennsylvanians,
nor to Philadelphians, use argument or persuasion, when
such a meeting as this is invoked, to stand by the country in
her hour of trial. [Great applause.]

Bat, fellow-citizens, no form of government is more diffi-
cult to construct than a federal union of sovereign republican
Btates. All history shows the extreme difficulty of accom-
plishing euch a task. In order to achieve it, there is neces-
sary o much forbearance, s0 much sacrifice of local preju-
dices and interests; there is necessary the exercise of so
much public virtue for the general good, that all mankind have
found it one of the hardest, if not an impossible task to ac-
complish.

To make such a government is a hardship, only equalled
by the difficulty of maintaining it ; and yet, when once made
and once in operation, all resson and all experience prove
that it is the very best government for man that can be form-
ed. [Applause.] A federal union of republican States gives
to commerce, trade, and agriculture almost an unbounded
expansion and perfect security. Such a government gives to
the arts and sciences impulse, encouragement, and refine-
ment. Such a government is absolutely necessary for all the
national purposes of power, of wealth, and of character.
Buch a guvernment gives o the enjoyment of private rights
in the humbiest as well as the highest spheres of life perfect
guaranties ; and ruch a government, fellow-citizens, creates a
rallying symbol, pertraying the character and object of its
existence, and beneath whose flowing folds every man finde
honor and respect. [Anplause. )

Fellow-cilizens, such s government was formed for us. [
need not advert to the eminent men who adorned their coun-
try at the period of the formation of the Constitution of the
United States. | need not mention their names, although
their names are sigoals for the admiration, the veneration,
the affection of all menkind. I need not recur to them.
The Governmen: was formed, and from the 30th of April,
1789, when George Washington [applause] took the oath of
office as Chief Magistrate, under that Government, in the city
of New York, trom that hour down to the present it bas ac-
complished all the great objects of the American people.
[Applause.] It has proved itself to be a matchless instrument,
framed by exiradrdinary wisdom. As you will recollect, fel-
low-citizens, it originated, was dircussed, and adopled in a
Convention that assembled in this city ; and subsequently that
form of government, thus adopled, passed through the verious
States then composing the Uuion in this country, and receiv-
ed the corfirmation of Conventions in each and every Btate.
8o ratified by the universal voice, and so adopted in emphatic
language, it heas worked well and-nobly. [Applause.]

What has thst Government done for commerce, for pavi-

gation, for trede ? During the last sixty years, from the pe-
riod of its adoption down to the present moment, it has run up
the tonnage of the United Stiates from the homblest to the
highest figure—from 365,000 tona 0 3,500,000 tons. [Ap-
plavse.] It hus madethe aggregate of exporis and imports of the
Unitd Btates augment from the figure in 1790 of 40,000,000
to the figure in 1850 of 295,000,000, ‘[Applause.] What
has it done for the agriculture of the American people? Fellow-
citizens, ask the valley of the Mississippi, whose granaries of
infinite and inexhaustible fertility are prepared to feed anoiher
siarving world, [spplause,] what bas it done for the popula-
tion of the American people > (snd permit me to say that the
character of the sugmentation and decrease of the pupulation
is one of the surest and most significant tests of the excellence
of its Government)—what has it done ’ From the figure in
1790 of 3,800,000 people, it has risen in 1850 to 25,000,000
What has it dune, fellow-citizens, for the enlargement of the
bome of the American prople It has grown from a mere
oceanic border, consiituted by the original thirteen States, to
embrace a continent ! What has it done for the arts and
sciences—as Lhey constitute objeets of care and aff«ction with
all civilized people—what has it done for them # Ask, fellow-
citizens, if he were here, or you ‘could bring him here, a:k
the shade of Fulton, and let him say whetter, if he saw the
progress of th:at which scarcely a quarter of a century ago he
started, a steamboat, he would not be appalled by the result of
his invention? Go further, and consult the single iron track
slong which the lightuing express passes, enabling New Or-
leans and Boston to ** whisper soft nonsense” in each others
ears every minute.  [Applavse. ]

ted Blates, have been adjusted upon the usual customary and
wise and established principles of the constitution of the Uni-
ted Btates. They will remain unchanged. There remains,
then, fellow-citizens, but one of these measures—and that is
the last to which I have adverted—that may become a subject
of serious discussion and difficulty. I mean the fugitive slave
bill.

That bill, in the first place, is a law of this land. [Great
and prolonged cheering.] No matter what character discon-
tent may assume, wherever it be, to the North, to the South,
to the East, or to the West, discontent and dissatisfaction
must expend themselves in words, and can not and must
pot be permitted to dare, by force, resistance to the execution
of a law. [Great applause ] Such a course etrikes at the
liberties of the country, the order of the country—strikes at
the very principle that is dear to a civilized American ; and it
is enough for him to know that if the law be in itself objec-
tionable, if it be in itself entirely, or in any portion of its
detaile, inconsistent with the constitution of the United Siates,
discuss, discuss, discuss till doomsdasy, if you like, but while
it is a law you must yield to its operation a manly and repub-
lican obedience. [Applsuse. ]

My fellow-citizens, I omitted to say that this is a feature
which characlerizes even the constitution of the United States.
That glorious instrument has within itself a principle of
amendment, and when you do not like it in any one of its
features you have only to try and sce whether you can bring
about such a change in the hearts of the American people as
will induce them to call a convention to modify the words of
Washington, of Franklin, of Madlison, of the greatest and
most glorious of American statesmen and patriots. [Applauvse.]
Let them try their hands at it, Jet them try their tulents at it,
let them try their pens at it, and the more they try all their
various instruments for the purposs, the mote dertainly will
the American people adhere to the consttution which has so
nobly tried and proved iteelf. [Applause.]

I say, then, in the first place, this fugitive slave law is a
law of the land ; and I say, in these cond place, gentlemen—
and I say it with the consciovsness that I am heard by those
who are wise in the law, wise in the constitution, wise in the
principles of our popular Government—I say that that law is,
in every one of its features, in every one of its arrangements,
from the beginning to the end, in perfect harmony with the
constitution of the country. [Great and long continued ap-
plause.] Why, fellow-citizens, it is mot ouly in bharmeny
with its spirit, but let me tell you that there is no man, ac-
cording to the language most admirably used by one lately,
who understands the law and the constitution but will say triat
it springs directly from and is absolutely necessary to the main-
tenance of the constitution. Why, do you suppose that they
who framed the constitution ; who framed it with reference to
the institutions of every one of the sovereign States of this
Union ; who framed it in refe to local usages, local habits,
and principles, as practical men, to meet the prejudices of all,
for the purposes of the Union—do you suppose that even these
men, powerful in their day and geueration, and ten times
more powerful as len times the years elapse—do you suppose
that l_hay. even they, would have been able to adopt that con-
stitution ; to carry it info effect ; jo procure the consent of thir-
teen ?tllu. i9 whose bosoms, every one of them, existed at
that time the institution of slavery, if they had nct introduced
in that very instrument the very guarantee upon which this
fugitive slave law is founded ! [Applause.] They never
would have dreamed of doing so, and, had they dreamt of it,
they would very soon have awaked from thejr dream. That
guarantee, fellow-citizens, is a coustitutional provision, and it
proclaims that wherever a fugitive from labor or service es-
capes into another State, be shall be delivered up on tbe claim
of theowner. That is the language of the constitution ; that
is the law of the land ; that is the object of the law. It goes
no further, and it only renders that which the constitution en-
joins, sefety and justice to the fugitive himself, to his owner
elsewhere, anJ to the public at large.

It is just to the fugitive because the instant he is pursued
and arrested, that instant, according to this law, he is under
the brosd and powerful protection of the laws of this nation.
[Applause.] He is no longer in danger of either committing
or provoking riot. He is no longer in danger of being way-
laid by those who come across our borders with false and trau-
dulent claims. He is under the protection of the constitution
and laws of the United States. It is just to the owner because
it is equally. careful with res, to bim ; and it is just 1o the
great people of the United Siates by forestalling and prevent-
ing every thing in the shepe of difficully and disotdes. - I say
o you, in addition, in reference to this law, that it is an expe-
dient law ; and why do I say that ? Why, you are Ameri.
cans ; you know the principies of your constilution ; you know
your immediate rights are dependant upon haviog those prin-
ciples faithfully execated in practice. Well, then, it is ex-
pedient with a view to satisfly all those who are interested in
this great question, thus siated in the constitution of the Uni-
ted States, that their rights will henceforward be signally pro-
1 tected by the people of the United Btates. [Applause ]

I will not recar to the peculiar propriety that this emphatic
language ehould be held by those who are citizens of the
State of Pennsylvania. There are reasons which will occur
to you all why the language of this meeting, and the reso-

Slavery is the subject of domestic policy. Each Stite, old or
new, has the right to admit or exclude slavery, as the people
may determine, and there is no power to prevent it Penn-
sylvania, or any other free State, may re-introdue slavery
within its limits whenever its Legislature may electso to do.
If the thirteen old States possess the power the new States
must also powsess it, because, under the Federal compact, the
States have equal rights. The admission or excusion of
slavery rests with the people ; and neither the ordinance of
1787, nor the declaration of Congress in the sdmisivn of
Missouri, bave any valid authority ; snd Territories imcluded
within the inu rdiction, when admitied as States, have full
right to establish slavery within their limits. Onething is
ceriain, that if they should exercise this power, there is no
avthority vested in Coogress, or any other body, to dispute or
set it aside. s

The important subject which now-agitates the people of
this country is that of fugitive slaves, and the act passed by
Congress, at their last session, giving the owner (aalities to
claim his fugitive slaves. This act is, in its spirit and prin-
ciples, constitutional, judicieus, and salutary. It beara upon
the face of it the impress of hsste in legislation. It iv am-
biguous in some parts, and some minor provisions may be ex- |
ceptionable ; but its cardinal features aré just and right. ‘It
cannol be expected that a whole system can be struck out at
a single heat. Amendments developed by the practical oper-
ation will suggest themeelves, and will, of course, be adopted.
The third of the second section of the fourth ar-
ticle of the constitution of the United States provides that
no “‘person beld to service or labor in one State, under the
laws thereuf, escaping into another, shall, in consequence of
any law or regulation therein, be discharged from such ser-
vice or labor, but shall be delivered up on claim of the party
to whom such service or labor may be due.” ;

It has been generally supposed that the introduction of this

clause into the const:tution was a matter of compromise. If
the term compromise should imply any equivalent or reluc-
tance in its adoption, it is incorrectly used. A reference to
the minutes of the Convention (psge 308) will show that
on the 29th of August, 1787, this provision was moved and
seconded, and i in the affirmative, with-
out amendment. .The wisest and best men that thir country
ever produced, in the days of its primitive pnritl{, gave it their
sanction, It is the product of the intellect and patriotism of
Madison, Hamilton, Jay, and their illustrious eom s and
it is sanciioned by the authority of Franklin and Washington.
[Applause. ) s
Cotemporaneously with the adoption of the constitution,
the different Legislatures proposed a flood of amendments; the
free Btates were among the foremost in the variety and minute-
ness of their suggestions, but not a single murmur was uttered
by any Btate sgainat this provision. The provision may be
defended without & recurrence to the suthority of these illus-
trious names. It exacts no more from the free Siatesthan one
independent nation is bound to render to another. If s slave
flees from one coun'ry and finds refuge in another, the State
from which the slave bas run away has = right to demand
the delivery up of the fugitive, and, if refused, has the right
to use force to arrest it. This doctrine is recognised by Vatiel
in bis treatise on the Laws of Nations, (b. ii., chap. v. page
160,) and by Mr. Wheaton, in the treatise on the Elements
of International law, (part iv., chapter i., page 339-40.) But
the principle does net depend alone upon elementary writers.
It has the sanction of the highest authority. The trealy of
Ghent—signed the 24th of December, 1814—provided that all
territory, places, and possessions sbould be restored without
delay. It became a matter of dispute whether theee terms
included a claim upon Great Britain to deliver up American
slaves carried away by the British forces from the United
States during the war. It was subsequently lefi lo thearbitra-
ment of the Emperor of Russia ; and on the 22d of April,
1822, the Emperor decided that the United Btates were en-
titled to a just indemnification for all slaves carried away by
the British during the war. The Government of Great Britain
ratified this decision, snd paid the money to the American
Government.
What is asked from us by the Southern States is that we
should not aid and assist their slaves in ranning away. It is
not necessary Lo enter into a history of the manner in which
the emancipstion of the slaves in the West Indies was eff-cted
in Great Britsin. It was a race between the Whigs and To-
ries which should secure public sympathy ; but if it had been
to emancipate slaves living at home amongst themselves, it
would have presentcd a very different question, and it is be-
lieved it never would have passed. 8ull, under all their ex-
citement, they never proposed 10 em ipate the slave without
paying his master an equivalent. Public opinion in the
motber country has done much to produce the present stsle
of things in this country ; but we must do them justice—they
never encoursged the fugitives to run away, nor proposed any
system hy which the master should be deprived of bis rights
without just satisfaction.

The present fugitive bill should be honestly carried out by
the judicial authority of the country, and that authority should
be eaforced by public opinion. This is the issue; if we do

| lutions passed hete to-night, will speak 1o the anxious and
doubting and hitherto distressed atd vexed citizens of the
South in tones of hope, consolation, and confidence. [Ap-
plaose.] It is expedient that we should do so; it is expe-
dient that they who live, who flourish, who are in the enjoy-
ment of all the liberties of the constitution of the United

niot concede this ground fully and cheerfully, we violate the

| original Federal compact, and give the South just right to
plain of our Juct

|| The wilful harboring of a fogitive slave is a grave offence

| in morals s well as law, and those who commit this offence

| ean exculpate themeelves upon no other ground than the re-

Ask, in addition, ss 10 1he progress of science and of art, | States, within the sound of that glorious bell that is over the | cognition of a higher authority than the constitution and lawa

the great iron track thet contributes » material and important
elvment to the great Union, interlacing all the Uniun, aud

lHlH of Independence; it is expedient that we, bere upon |
|

this locality, should be strong, emphatic, unequivoral, frank,

of the Union, the benefits of which they are coutinuslly en-
| joying and which in all other matters they seek for their own

marching backwarde and forwards in every direction for the {and fearle-s in asserting the prirciples and practice of the | protection. I freely admit that among the few abolitiopists in

comfurt, accommodation, and convenience of trade.

an! £ (erces in this great country, the last, the growing indi

Go fur-
ther, and ask, fically, on this subject, of the progress of arte |

| constitution of the United States.
| betieve, fellow-citizens, as firmly as that I am standing

- | In your presence, that upon the faithful adberenee to the obli-

cali i —that which a Britich author has aaid bis conn' ymen | gations of the constitution upon this great point depends

is wiing on the wall—ssk the victorious steatner—the | either the Union or the peace of America.

“ Pucific ™

Farther, fellow-citizens, what has this G vernment done
for 1he be efit of the righis of men and the solace of i amani-
1y ' Where will you get your readiest unswer to that ques-

1 know well 1the
power of nambers to enforce the 1Tnion—but Heaven defend
us fom so horrible u result as that—Heaven defend us from
euforcing it with » consciousness of wrong in our breasts
against our injured fellow-citizens under the same Government!

ton ¥ You will find it in the scowling glances of every dvspot | [ Applause ] Let us stand by the constitation, and the
upon earth.  (Applause.] Or, if you eannot see it there, | Union will last, I trust, by ihe superintending care of the
fellow-citizans, 1 will tell you where you may find ity you | Almighty, lorever, [Applause.] 1t is a wise Union. If

may fird i in the countlvss welcome throngs who have cmi- | any form of government hes reccived the smile and hlessing

graud from abosd—who came as well from old Ireland us | of God, it is the American form of government,

from vwe German fatherland.

[Applause. ]

[Applavse.] And yeu find And we have only to be troe to that in order 1o coutinue 1o

| our community are to be found the most exemplary men in
| private life ; but their purity of character is of 1.0 valus when
E it jeopards all that is dear to ds.
In our own State legi-lation we are not withou! fault. The
act passed by the Legislature of Penn:ylvania on the 34 day
{ of March, 1847, contains many fesures, in my opmion,
| odions and uneonstitutional, and it cughtto, snd I have no douht
will, be repealed at the next session of the Legislature. [Ap-
plouse. ]
The psssage of that act has been attributed to the decision
.in Prigg's case, 16 Peters, 539 ; but they bave no emnex-
ion, [I'he decision in Prigg’s case was mnde in 1842 ; the
couit in that ease drclared the act of Pennsylvani of 25b
of March, 1826 10 be unconetitutior al—a decision which has
' never been doubted. But the court explicidy says : * Biate

| lisring of fugiive slave,) unbes probibited by

magistrates may, if they choose, exercise that suthority, (de-
Blate legis-

_ disposed persons in the North soppose that the
fugitive slave law will be abused. There is no ground for
this fear, Kidnapping is in the North too offensive
lowed. Public sympathy will err on the side of

vot ageinst bhim ; bul kidoapping is as odious in
itis in the North, snd those who imagine that in the SBouth
a free black man can with impunity be seized and kept as a
slave, know nothing of the state of feeling and opinion
in the slaveholding States. Aoy law may be condemned if
the argument be based oo its abuse. I am authorized to say

the | by my friend, Duvid Paul Brown, Esq., that, during a most

extensive practice of more than thirty yesrs in protecting fu-
gitive slaves, he bas never known an instance of a black or
colored man being delivered up contrary to the truth of the
case.

I am pot afraid of public sentiment in New England ; that
noble have made too many sacrifices for the .
tion of the Union to hesitate in fulfilling their duty to the
uttermost point. It will be remembered that the Bouth do
not seek to force slavery upon the North ; they only ask that
it may be protected within their own limits.

If the question were to be the restoration of sla-
very in Pennsylvanis, I would opposs it with all the energy I
possess. [Applause.] If there has been an undue excite-
ment in the SBoath upon this question, it ought to be remem-
bered that with them it is a practical question ; with us it is
& speculative theory., Let ue meet our SBouthern friends in
candor and good faith, and let us in peace, as we have done
in war, prefer their fellowship to the officious interlerence of
foreign nations. [Applsuse. ]
I csonot conclude withoul paying a tribute of thanks to
those distinguished statesmen who have recenily stood by the
Union and the constitution in the hour of peril. They have
been its friends when it wanted friends. Amongst such
men as.Clay, Webster, Cass, Foote, and their associates, it
would be invidious to discriminate. A portion of the people
of Massachusetts have threatened to throw overboard their
most distinguished citizen—a man who does mote honor to
their State thun ever the State can do hooor to him. Ishould
wlat it; but whenever Massachusetts shall discard Daniel
ebster, the nation is resdy lo receive him., [Great ap-
plause.] The same remark is applicable to the gallant Foote,
of Mississippi. He is now fighting a glorious battle for his
couniry, and if Mississippi does not know his value, and is
willing to disown one of her noblest sons, he will find a re-
fogein the affection and esteem of the people of the United
S:ates. [Applause ]
Let us be true to ourselves and to our country, and all will
be well. - The people of the United States are attached to
the Union. The President and the Admi istration concur in
this sentiment. A large majority of both Houses of Congress
respond to the same. The value of the Union is known und
felt ; it must and will be preserved! The cord which unites
the Btates together is elastic ; it may be stretched, but it will
rebound and unite the glorious bunch of faggots together
by a stronger bond than ever. [Great applause.]

The Hon. RicHarp Rusu being loudly called
for, rose and responded as follows :

. Itis with some reluctance, Mr, Chairman, that I appear
before you on this occasion, even for a very few minutes. It
is with reluctance truly felt, and mot assumed, ensuing, first,
because [ am little accustomed to address meetings of this
great size, and because you have already heard those more
competent to address you, and you will also hear others more
competent. Bat, fellow-citizens, I cannot, I will not refuse
myself to yoar call. I came here in no official capacity. I
desired to come simply as one of you, as a private citizen of
the county; but I catch the holy impulse of this meeting.
Iam with you, fellow-citizens, heart and hand. I am
here, approving as I do of the resolutions, not to spesk espe-
cially to them, as they have been already well and ably ex-
plained. We are here not to convince each other of the
truth, the nobleness of our holy cause, for I believe we are
all of one mind, but to strengthen each other in our convic-
tions. We come to animate each other in our feelings—to
kindle, it may be, some enthusiasm in our bosoms, by which,
when we go away this night, we may all labor, each one in
his own sphere, more reselutely, with the more energy, snd
with the more zeal in our grest and holy cause. [Applause.]
That cause is the great and paramount cause of the Union.
[Applause.] Asa Philadelpbian, I rejoice to see this great
meeting in this our great city. I rejoice that we are about to
add our example o others that have been set of proceedings
of this nature. I call this our great city.

It is not great for its numbers aione, but it is endeared to
the whole Union by the momentous events of which it bas
been the theatre in American history. You have heard some
of them alluded to in the resolutions which have been read to-
night. I never heard those resolutions until they were read
here to-night ; but my heart and my judgment responded to
them all.

You bave heard what has been said of this city. We are
all proudof it, ss the city of independence. Almost within
the hearing of my voice, that illustrious collection of heroes
and sages, of unsurpassed wisdom and pauiolism, of great
purity and of firmness unequalled in the annals of history,
met, and from their deliberations issaed our noble charter of
independence. [Grest applause.] But that charter would
bave been of no value, that grest charter would have been
worse than useless, had it not been for the constitation that
followed.

It is known to all of you who are familiar with our his-
tory that, from the close of the war of independence to the
adoption «f that constitution, we had fallen to the lowest point
of national depression. Prosperity we had none. Respect
from abroad we ha! none. Clouds, portentous clouds, hung
over the future. Then assembled a band, equally renowned
for wisdom, for patriotism, and for devolion to the great inte-
rests of their couniry ; then assembled that band of patriots
and of sages who formed the constitution of the United
States. Yes, my fellow-citizens, here in our cherished city,
here in the walks of our Independence Square, under its an-
cient elms, were carricd on their protracted inquiries, their
important deliberaticns, their able debates ; and from their
bands issued a work, a fabric, which, considering the com-
plexity of its parts and the harmony of the whole, considered
as a work of ment, one, single, and entire, has never
before, in the annals of the world, been equalled. [Great
lpglll.l.le ] ’ :

f 1 had with me here to-night a single volume of that
well-kpown work entitled the ** Federalist,” I would almost
trespass upon your time to read you a few, and only a few,
passages from some of the earlier numbers of it. I have lately,
in the leisure of my retirement in the country, examined it
and I have been amazed to find how its articles would apply to
the present crisis. I have been amazed to find with what
beauty and force of language, the evils of the want of union
were porirayed, and with what equal felicity of theught and
expression the grest advantages of thie glorious Union were
‘set forth. [Applause.]

I will here venture to trespass upon your patience for a mo-
ment, in mentioning a private personal » . When last
abroad in Enrope it was my fortune to form the scquaintance
of Mr. Guizot, then the prime minister of the French Gov-
ernment. [ need not say that he is reputed in Europe as
smong the most able, learned, and profound of living statesmen
in that hemisyhere. Fur one, I equally believe in bis purity
and his virtue. It wasmy lot to engage in conversation with that
statesman of a great European Government upon the subject
of that American work, the ** Federalist.” [ was delighted
to find that he waa familiar with it all. And permit me to
quote a remirk he made, which fell with gratification upon
my American ear. *‘8ir,” said be, in the discussions of
those numbere, **for all that combines a profound knowledge of
the grest elementary principles of buman goveriment, with
the wisest maxims of practical sdmiuistration, 1 do not know,
in the whole compass of my reading, whether from ancient or
modern authors, so sble a work.” [Applsuse.] Now lot
me 1ell you what was the great and impurtent pu:pose of (hat
work.  From the first chapler to the lsst, all the letters in it
fiom bewinning to end, are devoted to explaining the provi-
sions, enla'giug upon the sdvantages, and pronouncing the
sober eulogy of the constitution of the United States.
[Great spplause. ]

Fellow-citizeus, | have eaid thit that great constitution,
emanating from such minds, wa« issoed to the country and
issued to the woild Irom our own city ; and certainly it is
one, and the mos. important one, 100, in the interesting and
m mentous histurieal associations of our land. Shaell [ men-
tion to you ancther which we, in our own cherstied Prila-

none indeed of that description . here, like myself he
was born in Philadelphin—who witnessed the grand Federal
procession in 1788 1o celebrate the ion of our nobleand
;Iun:? mwmmmu . Well of"h I :;:;mbet it. ll-d::l
enough to a Union man of every . It passed

the whole extent of our streets. It m{fnﬂa m..nm:
south along Third streel, until itarrived at the extreme north,
and then went to Bush Hill, ihen the es*ate of Mr. Hamilton,
and upon his extensive and beautiful lawn were concluded

]

:;ﬂpl’:.im. I should say the sublime and poelical festivities of
ay.

Well, let me mention to you what, in my boyish eyedffwas
the most impressive and lhguw in that md.’:ndml
procession ; it was a ship, as & navy vessel, with
lieutenants and midshipmen on board, with the stars and
stripes flying from her mast-head. Ob, fellow-citizens, how
emblamatic, how prophetic were those stars and stripes, and
especially of the vast extent to which the commeree of this great
nation was to grow under the Union, as you have heard from
the first distinguished speaker. How prophetic, how em-
blematic of the glory that was to be scq for our Union!
Bat let me mention to you what, after all, wasthe most impor-
tant item in this ship, and which is more im applicable
to our purpose ; it was her name, the ** Union.” [Applause.]
The ‘¢ Union” flew from her mast-head. Shehad no other
name. That was enough to impress that great belief upon
my boyish heart, It has grown stronger with my manhood ;
it has continued in my riper years. Al all times, under all
circumetances, at home or abroad, in peace or in war, under
sll Administrations of the Federal Republic, Democratic or
Whig, I go for the Union. Let us go for the Union. [Ap-
plause.] And, fellow-citizens, I close my few and imperfect
remarke (o you by saying what I sincerely feel—may rm
live to see the destruction of this glorious Union! [Applause.]

The Hon. Josern R. INoersoLL being loudly
called for, said : It might fairly be questioned, un-
der circumstances different from those which ac-
tually surround us, whether this part of the country would
require any public demonstration to prove its integrity. Our
good old Commonwealth has lived in vain if it has not lived
down all doubts of its loyally to the Union. Pennsylvania
is, we may trust, in principle and practice, not less than in
position, the keystone of the great federal arch. This State
has sustained itself in that eminent and responsible station,
and it can fail to do so only when the massive pillars which it
serves to hold together shall crumble into ruins, It will then,
in that evil and far distant day, as it was among the earliest
to contribute cheerfully its undivided strength to general pros-
perity, fall reluctantly and the last in the universal dissolu-
tion. Yet, however firm we may feel in the consciousness
of our fidelity, there are good reasons for exchanging a ratifi-
cation of it at this agitated moment, and in the face of an
anxious and inquiring world. Distant friends desire co-ope-
ration and support in their allegiance, which is tried by diffi-
culties and dangers. They are exposed to temptations by
which devotion to the country is made a heroic virtue. Dis-
tant enemies may not be unwilling to draw inferences from
our silence unfavorable to the great cause of United America,
and 1o rejoice in the anticipated downfall of the power and
permanence of a Governmefit of the people, occasioned, as
they might be willing to believe, by our abandonment of it.
It will at least cost nothing here, in the abode of the still
blooming vestiges of the Independence and the Constitution,
to renew our mutual pledges to sustain, in their purity and

unbroken perfection, institutions which our fathers establish-
ed and defended with their lives. [Applause. ]

Let ue rejoice that this self creating spontaneous movement
of patriotism, stirred up only by an innate love of the Union,

by an attachment to the principles and estsblishments by
which it is sustained, promises to speak with no equivocal
voice, and in terms too explicit to be liable to be misunder-
stood. Individual preferences and sectional prejudices bend
their stern and stubborn sinews at the call. Party is content-
ed to veil its face before the altar of the country. [Applause.]

The country itself, represented by sssemblies of enthusisstic
citizens, who are willing to forget their own authority in the
still higher authority-which, springing from themselves, com-
mands the utmost reverence, bows down to the sovereign'y of
the law.

All of us are prompted by no common motives to embrace
an opportunity so favorable in itself and so bappily consiruet-
od, to ward off threatened difficulties and calamities, and to
purify the political atmosphere, if it needs it, from all cor-
ruption. 'The hright inheritance we is well worth

the struggle to maintsin it unimpsired ; the duty of pro-
tecting it as sacred as the object to be preserved is inesti-

mable. A condition can scarcely be imagined in which a

nation would be freer from evil or fuller of advantages than

our own. Fiom the moment when a perfect union wae ac-

complished, Heaven bas smiled vpon the bold and perhaps
novel undertaking, and every thing has prospered. Evils

which had beset a disjointed yet confederated republic were

at once done away : i ncs was established on a plat-

form not easily to be shaken ; and the people, for whom and

by whom the constitution was framed, have continued, wiih-

out substantial interruption, to be the happiest as well as the

freest under the sun. |Great Applause.] Their proeperity

has been uniform ; their progress in wealth, extent, popula-

tion, influence, and power has been more rapid than bistory

in its brightest pages can parallel, or fable in its wildest dreams

has fancied. 'Their skies are not more bright than their so-

cial atmosphere has been unclouded. They bave every thing

at hand that gives reslity to desire. Their horn of plenty is

full. The future and the past rival each other in their

promises and and prospective and present fruition,

like the cups of the gods of the heathens, seem lo sparkle with

‘the light of hope, and to overflow with the exuberance of en-

joyment. It is not extravagant to believe that as full a mea-
sure of proeperity is in their handa as is compatible with the
most unresirained exercise of popular privileges and rights.
Yes, in this people’s parsdise, where every thing is be-
stowed, and not a tree bearing fruit is denied to the hand of
the too happy proprietors; where desire is anticipated almost
before its utlerance, evil and discontent have found an entrance
even here. The fatal curge is among us; snd the principle
which ought to have exhibited an exception proves itself of
universal spplication.
*¢ Though flowers of Eden we still inherit,
The trail of the Serpent is over them all.”
[Applause.]
This demon of strife comes among us in the white ribes of
peace and good will. It professes extreme bumanity, and
scatters discord. It eails under colors that betoken friendship
and philanthropy, while it is ready to boist the bloody flag of
piracy and to fight under that crimson banner. A more elas-
tic and capacious web of miechief could scarcely have been
woven by the emissaries of Satan upon earth, or by the great
father of evil bimself in the confines which he is said to in-
habit below. This is not characterizing it too strongly when
we recollect that it carries into one section of the country ele~
ments the most painful and pernicious that can be conceived.
It is 2 subject that js s0 delicate and tender as ecarcely to be
touched or looked at without pain ; and yet it is perpetuslly
thrust, without the slightest chanee of practical good, into
view. It is also one that, although an unanatural spirit of re-
sentment for Bome time past has refused to recognise it with
that aspect, is not without positive and ex'reme danger. It was
oncesaid by a Southern man tbat sudden sbolition without
violence was like thrusting a red hot piker into a barrel of
gunpowder, and supposing that it would not explode.

Tous of the North what is this institation which seems,
I'ke the influence of the pole,upon the needle, to-ix upon it-
self an intensity of interest in proportion to the distance at
which attention is aroused ? Seventy years ago we gave it
up as unnccessary or unsuited to ourselves, We did so with-
out ditficuliy or dangers, and there is an end of our con-
nexion with it. I it be a misfortune elsewhero, it is equally
ungenerous and unjust to be taunting our fellow-citizens with
their calamities. If it be a crime, however inl?srited or cast
upon them, it cannot be stoned for by our vicarious peni-
tence. Whatever it may be, it is no concern of ours. It
can cause no imaginable resentment in our bosoms. We
have no draughts made on us for our sympathies, and we
suffer nothing frem it ourselves to call forth our tears.

* What’s Heeuba to us, or we to Hecuba,
That we should weep for her " [ﬁPPl"’I"']

This tendeney to irritste and inflame exists happily to rmall
exient among lves in this p lar latitude. It exists
more especially among oor friends in the East and in the
West. towards the rising and setting sun, those men whose
fathers merited and received the eloguent eulng.ium of Mr.
Burke, nearly a centory sgo, and whose energies for peaco

delphia, may claim 7 When Washington was our President,
in this city were matured ihe profound thoughts of deep wis-
dom that characterizs bis Farewell Address to his countiymen;
a work, » State paper, which, cousidered in the light of part-
ing affeciionste sdvice to & nuion, and ils greiest benefac-
tor—a Biste paper, which an eminent bistorian of the other
world, not very remarkasble for his sitachment 1o our institu-
! tions, bas prenounced superior 10 any production, W any

oF ¢ y for war has not failed or faltered to the present
dny. " With all their wisdom they sometimes induige a no-
tion. Let jus hope that this is no more, and that it will
pass away with the hour that gave it birth. The warm re-
ception recently given to a foreign emissary, who came not
to preserve the Union, proves that they are not disposed to
permit further intermeddling than may suit themselves.

[Appiause. ]

the festivities of that glorious day—if I use not too strong an | i

was prepared in our cherished city, any in the
_ Bhall we ot send forth our this great occa- ﬁnln-mdmllhvh I it from that
sion for the amazing that this Union bas uvarter, so faithful to the laws, are to hear threats of
tous? [Ifall that it to our country that the 8s we are lold, not unsccompani-
judgment would bave anticipated, all that the heart could | ed by positive measures of preparation for actusl resistance ?
wish—if all thet shoald fail 10 rally us arownd our noble con- Now.ﬂnwl on this peculiar subject is ex-
stitation with affectionate zeal and determined fidelity, let the | clusively in Congress. Its pow: was exercised soon after

} ished with a traitor’s doom. [Applanse.
It is treason, in the cautious description of thnwhd
in the constitution involves an effort

particular statute, but to uproot the foundations

ernment ; to set a torch to the fair frame of the whole system
under which all live and j to cancel and tear to pieces
the great bond which keeps us in happiness ther, the
baseness which deserved contempt s with the sorrow of
positive crime into the ignoble dignity that must undergo con-
dign punishment ; and in addition to the present suffering of
the culprit, universal execration overwhelms the parricide
who riots in the spoils of his parent country, and consigns
bim to the perdition of everlasting infemy, and brands him
with the reproaches of indelible shame. [Great applause.

Let disunionists beware how they thus trample on the laws.
A fearful agony must befall the country if they carry out their
plans. Havoc and roin would overrun the land.~ War,
s warst forms, would rage amidst hitherto peaceful fields
and rend asunder the seated hills of every section, and the
rich valleys now teeming with ferulity and productiveness
would become richer, perhaps to remain fallow, manured with
mo?;dmn‘:lf the shin, would be turned into
swords, and pruning hooks into 8. All the pursuits of
industry would be absorbed in e’ alasting trade of veon.
What is the supposed panacea for all imeginery ills ? . Dis-
union and seceseion ; or rather, it would seem, one of the
sovereign and heroic remedies presented, with the other in an
alternative form—disunion, by general consent, which will
never be given until the contagion of madness, which is yet
only a sw infirmity, shall become epidemic through the
land. sion, which is self-acting , i8 a resort upon
the respousibility of those who perform it. Itis avowed to be
in contemplation, and it is threatened along with force—with
whatever force may be necessary to sccomplish the object.
This opposition by force of arms to the United Btates, in other
words, levying war against the United States, is treason.

No warrant for secession can be found in the constitution.
There is no warrant for it in the ordinary frame of Govern-
ment. They who are dissatisfied may depart whenever they
will. They may find a new country w they can ; but
they must not take any part of the country along with them,
which they now hold in common with many more. Those
who uphold this doctrine are especially defenders of the rights
of minorities, What do they to do with these, even
supposing they are a minorily.r:&.- attached to the Union,
are desirous of remaining in the fold ? Must they be forced
to commit treason too 1 ;

It is difficult to understand what is the thing complajned of.
You may read with unwearied care essays and speeches, fall
of cemplaint, and dnger, and threat, and non intercourse, and
secession, bdt why or wherefore? The fanatical folly of a
few domestic or foreign abolitionists is pot surely the motive
for cutting off ileen millions of people. What is the motive?
Tarn to the speech of Mr. Cathoun, delivered in the Senate
on the 4th of March. The complaint resolves itself mainly
into the disproportioned growth of the North, and thus a de-
struction in the supposed equilibrium with which the Union
began. What is there of equilibrium in the provisions ef the
constitution ! Nothing, literally nothing. Hence the argu-
ment of an ingenious man is compelled to seek refuge, not in
a remedy under the constitution, which is the usual cry, but
in a change of the constitution. To this the answer is easy.
The constitution provides a mode for amending it. Let that
method be adopted, and if it be a reasonable request, it will
be listened to ; if it be not, every motive of patriotism, every
dictate of reason, every semse of iety requires’ that it
should be prompily and manfully sbandoned. [Groat cheering. ]

Col. PacE being called for, then' rosc and said :

Fellow-Citizens : As one of the originators of the
call under which you are assembled, I am here to-
night to lend effect to the objects of this meeting, as
far as my humble abilities will permit meto do so. So much
has been said, and so eloguently and truly said, as to the mat-
ter under your particular cognizance to-night, thatif I were to.
allempt to elaborate upon any one point that has been pre-
sented to you I should prove tiresome, since the novelty has
gone, and the force of the remarks would in a measure be lost.
will, however, claim your attention for a very few minutes.
I thought, as did others who sgreed with me in this matter,
that there was peril impending over our national affairs, I
think so still ; and, so thinking, I should have lacked the feel-
ing and the impulse of an American if I had not come to the
rescue to perform a small part in the work of preserving the
peace of the country. I thought that there was a platform
upon which we could all assemble, and that the name of Whig,
of Democrat, and Native would for the present time be laid
aside, and'we would stand upon it ss Americans and as
brothers. That platform has been presented (o you in the
mannei I have attempted to describe, and you bave warmly
and fervently responded to it. We are hers nol for party
purposes or party objects, but for the great cause of the union
of our country. ;

I am an American, every part and parcel of me. Iam,
flesh and blood, bone and sinew, American. While I talkto
American citizens and fellow men, at hberty to express my
sentiments, 1 bave an uiter abhorrence for a foreign country
ondeavoring to interfere betweeh me and my countrymen.
[Applause.] We are competent to mind our own affairs, and
the best way to manage them is to stay at home and mind our
own business. 1f some of us of the North were to do that,
our brethren st the Bouth would have nothing to complain of.
The performance of that duty on your part is to [et them
alone. We havepresented a platiorm here, which T' fook up-
on a¢ the platform of the country—of the Union—the plat-
form of the constitution—of the law—of barmony, faith, and
order. [Applause.] That same platform which has been
given to us by the wise statesmen of the pest and present day.
1 am willing to peril my all, sink or swim, survive or perish,
[applause,] on the platform that was given to you by Wash-
ington aud Jefferson, which has since been given to you by
Jackson and Clay, by Webster and Foote, aud oiher great and
noble men, whose names it will not be necesasry to mention
% you, for they are fresh in the memory of all. Woa have
asked you to take the platform such as it is—nureat and wise
men have given it to you, as the platform of the constitution,
the Union, and the law.

Allow me 1o say to you, my friends, that it is for us of the
Northern Btates to roll back the wild wave of fanaticism
and to stem the black tide of treason. [Applause.] The -
South say, and they may truly, that the isiues as to this
Union sre in the hands of the people of the North, and I
am glad 1o see the city of Penn—the peopie of Pennsylva-
nin—rally to the rescue in the maoner in which you have
gathered to-night. 1 hope that this meeting 1+ but intro-
ductory to meny more in a like way and i1 » like spirit, to
show that there can be no mistake as to the sentiments of the
people of Penusylvania. [Applaose.]

Whatever may be our rence of opinion as to the
meating of the measures of Government—whiatuver may be
our difference of parly principles, let us m ve from hence
to-night resolved to discharge our duties 11 the parties to
which we belong, but resclved, at tho sano time, that we
will encoursge no sspirant in any one of 1he parties unless
we know him to be true to the coustitution, the Union, and
the law ; unless we know him to be sgains! (urther agitstion
wpon the slavery question ; and unless wr linow him to be
#olid and sourd upon tlhl compromises of the lost session of
Congress. [Appisure.

ll':u d n[o ::n but spesk our sentiment to-night—if we
da no more bot to resolve, we shall bave done bat little to-
wards effeciing the great object we have in viuw. ‘We must
act as well as spenk, s the best way to securo to the Bouth
what they aro justly entitled to—their righis under the cvm-

)
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